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THE MOMENTUM SERIES

Volume I.  Winning Reproductive Justice: 
Contributions to Policy Change from the Reproductive Justice Movement 

Volume II. Intersections at the Grassroots: 
Insights from Organizing for Reproductive Justice, Youth Leadership, and 
Immigrant & Refugee Rights 

The Momentum Series is a project of EMERJ (Expanding the Movement for Empowerment 
and Reproductive Justice), that supports movement building by engaging reproductive justice 
allies in dialogues that lead to deep and shared understandings of the current movement and 
opportunities for movement growth. Through these efforts, EMERJ is releasing reports that 
document our dialogues as well as tools, models, and resources that highlight and amplify the 
groundbreaking work of reproductive justice groups and our allies. 

The work of EMERJ is grounded in a long history of women of color leaders and organizations 
that have taken courageous and innovative action to demand an end to reproductive oppression 
in our communities and achieve a more just future. As a result of our collective work, the 
Reproductive Justice Movement is growing. Through this series of conversations and reports, 
EMERJ will gather and document successes and insights from the vast and diverse body 
of experience of reproductive justice allies. The Momentum Series is one of many ways in 
which EMERJ and other groups are making a contribution to reproductive justice movement 
building. Together we will continue to strengthen our collective capacity to build the social, 
political, and economic power required to make lasting change.
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Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice (ACRJ) is committed to the health and well-
being of all communities. As a result, we are excited and hopeful to be witness to, and a 
part of, building and expanding the movement for reproductive justice. The Reproductive 
Justice Movement is at a pivotal point in history and is gaining prominence as an effective 
and strategic force for change. 

One of the ways we measure a movement’s success is its ability to affect public policy. While 
this is not the only way to measure success, shaping public policy is a critical aspect of the 
systemic change desperately needed in order for our families and communities to thrive. 
ACRJ’s movement-building initiative, EMERJ, developed Winning Reproductive Justice to 
understand and document the ways the Reproductive Justice Movement is making specifi c 
contributions to U.S. policy change.

In 2005, ACRJ released a report, A New Vision for Advancing our Movement for Reproductive 
Health, Reproductive Rights, and Reproductive Justice, that compared a range of approaches to 
ending reproductive oppression. The report emphasized three distinct, yet complementary 
frameworks. First, a Reproductive Health Framework seeks to broaden the critical reproductive 
health services that women need. Second, a Reproductive Rights Framework uses a legal and 
advocacy-based model to protect an individual woman’s legal right to reproductive health 
services, such as abortion. Finally, a Reproductive Justice Framework understands that the 
control and regulation of bodies, gender and sexuality is centrally connected to the regulation 
and exploitation of entire communities, especially communities that experience multiple forms 
of oppression. A Reproductive Justice Framework requires strategies that confront multiple 
and intersecting oppressions within families, communities, institutions, and societies.

REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE EXISTS 
WHEN ALL PEOPLE HAVE THE 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL 
POWER AND RESOURCES TO MAKE 
HEALTHY DECISIONS ABOUT OUR 
GENDER, BODIES, AND SEXUALITY 
FOR OURSELVES, OUR FAMILIES, 
AND OUR COMMUNITIES.

INTRODUCTION
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Over the last 15 years, an impressive network of scholars, grassroots activists, opinion leaders, 
and organizations have helped to shape and guide the Reproductive Justice Framework. This 
work has demonstrated how gender, race, class, sexuality, ability, age, and immigration status 
intersect in a dangerous web of control and exploitation. It has laid bare the devastating 
assumption that reproductive autonomy and control can be addressed in isolation from these 
broader dimensions of power. And it has insisted that the self-determination and freedom of 
all marginalized communities remains intimately connected to guaranteeing the reproductive 
rights, capacities, and agency of individuals and communities. 

Yet as A New Vision asserts, “Efforts to advance reproductive justice cannot be achieved by 
vision and analysis alone.” Indeed one of the challenges posed by employing a Reproductive 
Justice Framework lies in translating its wide-ranging call for structural transformation into an 
immediate course of action. In other words, in the midst of such a layered web of inequality 
and exploitation, how do we create opportunities to make change? 

There are no quick solutions to reproductive oppression. But the Reproductive Justice 
Framework is making signifi cant inroads through public policy work. This paper examines 
fi ve policy change strategies currently employed by the Reproductive Justice Movement.

Naming and framing reproductive justice for communities at the margins1. 
Organizing communities traditionally left out of political calculations2. 
Using short-term tactics that build toward long-term change3. 
Building political power through values-based coalitions4. 
Proactive issue campaigns5. 

Each of these strategies demonstrates three core aspects of the Reproductive Justice 
Framework that distinguish reproductive justice policy interventions from other efforts. 
These core aspects are expressions of the values of the Reproductive Justice Movement and 
the strategic contributions of reproductive justice to the broader progressive movement.

Demonstrating links between individual reproductive health and rights, and 1. 
broader structures of inequality. A reproductive justice policy approach values the 
wholeness of individuals and their relationship to families and communities. It builds 
from the strategic assumption that individual health and rights are undermined when 
communities as a whole are suffering. 

Addressing cultural assumptions and ideas.2.  Reproductive justice advocates realize 
that in the long-term the opposition of competing world-views is vitally important. 
They avoid short-term tactics and strategies that inadvertently support or reinforce 
regressive world views. Instead, they strategically address the complex set of cultural 
assumptions and ideas underlying oppressive policies. 

Building power for marginalized communities.3.  Reproductive justice policy change 
emerges from the leadership of communities most affected by reproductive 
oppression. This approach to change is based in the value of inclusion. And, it is 
a strategy that ensures that policy campaigns are effective in terms of actually 
addressing problems in ways that result in meaningful change.



Using strategies that refl ect these core aspects of reproductive justice, organizations and 
leaders are achieving policy wins for specifi c communities that also act as points of leverage 
for change more broadly speaking. The cumulative impact of this work is a potent response 
to conservative wedge strategies that continue to strangle and distort debate in many policy 
arenas. This aspect of the Reproductive Justice Framework is probably the most compelling 
of its contributions to public policy. 

The following sections explore each of the fi ve reproductive justice policy strategies more 
closely using stories of organizations engaged in policy change work. Readers will see that 
these strategies are interconnected as they play out in policy battles even as we use the 
stories to illustrate one strategy or another. 

Although this report tells stories to demonstrate the breath and diversity of reproductive 
justice activity around the United States, it is far from comprehensive. The efforts profi led 
here represent a small part of the Reproductive Justice Movement’s vibrant narrative. This 
report joins a growing number of studies that similarly seek to frame and summarize the 
dynamic policy advocacy and organizing work underway across the country. In addition, this 
story is always unfolding. Many of the organizations discussed in this report are in the midst 
of active, and therefore evolving, campaigns. Readers interested in keeping up to date or 
supporting these efforts are invited to follow up with individual organizations.
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ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Asian Communities for Reproductive Justice 
Oakland, CA  
510.434.7900
www.reproductivejustice.org

African American Women Evolving 
Chicago, IL
312.566.0983
http://aaweonline.org

California Black Women’s Health Project
Los Angeles, CA
310.412.1828
www.cabwhp.org

California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
Los Angeles, CA 
213.270.5258
www.californialatinas.org

Center for Artistic Revolution 
Little Rock, AR
501.244.9690
www.artisticrevolution.org

FIERCE
New York, NY 
646.336.6789 
www.fi ercenyc.org

Illinois Caucus for Adolescent Health 
Chicago, IL
312.427.4460 
www.icah.org 

Queers for Economic Justice 
New York, NY 
212.564.3608
http://qej.tripod.com/qej2/index.html 

National Advocates for Pregnant Women 
New York, NY 
212.255.9252
www.advocatesforpregnantwomen.org

The National Asian Pacifi c American 
Women’s Forum 
Tacoma Park, MD
301.270.4440
www.napawf.org

National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health 
New York, NY 
212.422.2553
www.latinainstitute.org

Native American Women’s Health Education 
Resource Center 
Lake Andes, SD
605.487.7072
www.nativeshop.org/nawherc.html 

Rebecca Project for Human Rights
Washington, DC
202.265.3906
www.rebeccaproject.org

Young Workers United
San Francisco, CA
415.621.4155
www.youngworkersunited.org
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